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the average child of about eight seldom shows any insight
in interpreting the situation depicted in a picture, unless
he has been trained to look and to put two and two together.
It is important that teachers who rely to any extent
on pictorial illustration should help children to contemplate
pictures and to turn over in their minds what each part
of the picture means. It is obvious that with young chil-
dren the subject of the picture should be simple events in
which they are interested. But children who have been
encouraged to ponder on pictures, poems and music learn
to enjoy the process ; by the time they reach the senior
school they will realize the pleasure that is to be gained
by dwelling on a work of art.
Perception of Time
A dear perception of time is apparently far more difficult
to obtain than that of space, partly perhaps because, even
to the aged, a day may be like a minute or a lifetime.
A child can easily estimate short intervals of time, for
he shows himself able to step easy rhythms or tap at a
given rate. Again, the average child of six finds no difficulty
in using the word yesterday or to-morrow accurately. The
appreciation of long periods of time seems to come later.
Rusk quotes cases of children from eight to fourteen who
were still hazy about the length of a day, but that may
be because day is used in different sense—the school day,
day time (for light time), &c. Neumann maintains that
any understanding of historical time is almost impossible.
There is a fair amount of agreement on this point by ex-
perienced teachers, and the boy who thought all the ancients
lived at the same time was probably only making explicit
what is implicit in many children's minds.
Time charts do undoubtedly give children some idea
of temporal relations: * William I conquered England before
John signed the Magna Carta', wrote a child, * because he
is higher up on the chart/

